The role of vasodilator therapy in heart failure.
This article has attempted to summarize the current status of the therapeutic use of vasodilator drugs in acute and chronic heart failure. It is apparent from the increasing number of publications in this area that this alternative to more standard forms of therapy is likely to find a permanent and important place in the management of patients with heart disease. It should also be apparent that ideal drugs for the therapy of chronic heart failure are not yet available. Nevertheless, it is probable that such drugs will emerge and become at least as important as the routine use of digitalis in such patients.